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Suggestions to Authors

Introduction

The Journal invites Original articles, Short communications, Editorials, Review
articles, and other type of scientific information in the field of Medical
Arthropodology & Public Health from prospective authors worldwide. At present,
the journal does not take any charge for submission, processing, publication of
manuscripts, and copy/supply of pdf version of the research paper published.

Manuscripts will be accepted for publication with the understanding that the
submission (entire contents or in part) have not been published and will not be
published elsewhere. Submissions received for consideration will be acknowledged.
Manuscripts will be initially reviewed by the Editorial team for suitability of
content. Manuscripts satisfying criterion of quality would be processed for formal
review by blinded peer reviewers for originality, scientific content, methodology,
quality, importance and suitability for publication in the journal. Reviewer
comments will be forwarded to the corresponding author for response, revision and
resubmission within a specified timeframe. Manuscripts accepted for publication
will be edited for grammar, punctuation and format. Final proofs will be sent to the
corresponding author for corrections and resubmission by email. Articles once
rejected will not be entertained ordinarily for reconsideration in future. The
decision of the Editorial Board will be considered final for all purposes. Decisions
of rejection may not reflect upon the quality of research submitted and merely a
statement of current needs of the journal.

Articles resubmitted after the specified period has expired will be considered as
new submissions at the discretion of the Chief Editor or the Executive Editor.
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Authorship

All individuals listed as authors should qualify for authorship. An ‘author’ is
someone who has made substantive intellectual contributions to a published study.
The lead author should be confident of his/her co-authors’ competence and
integrity. Co-authors who do NOT meet the criteria for authorship should not be
listed as authors, however they should be acknowledged.

Article categories

The following categories of articles are accepted for publication in the journal.
The authors should select the category that best describes their paper. If the paper
does not qualify in any of these categories, please contact the Editorial Office.

Original Articles: These are submissions from research workers engaged in
the field of Medical Arthropodology & Public Health. Articles pertaining to the
field of current topics/path breaking research and those of general interest to
medico-arthropodologists and public health specialists will be published on priority.

All studies should have been approved by the Institutional/local Ethics
committee.

Responsibility for correctness of data, statistical analysis and interpretations
wherever applicable will lie entirely with the authors.

Format — Abstract (Structured) & Keywords; Introduction; Material &
Methods; Results; Discussion; Conclusion.

Review Article or Update Article: These will be on invitation from senior
faculty and experts in the field who have published quality original research articles
in the same field. Prospective authors are requested to contact the Chief Editor or
the Executive Editor for prior approval of their topic.

Short Communication: Any research study or finding of interest which does
not qualify for a full length original study.

Perspective: Opinion articles written by senior faculty/scientists, experts in the
field and policy makers.

Budding Researcher’s section: Preliminary or original fresh findings of
Postgraduate / Doctoral/Post Doc students can be submitted for publication in this
section.
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[Format for the entire above category except for Original articles —
unstructured abstract with key words; Introduction; Materials and Methods (if
applicable); Results (if applicable); Discussion.]

Letter to the Editor: These should be brief with constructive criticism of
published articles, supported with additional data and information, sources etc. A
short title referring to the recently published article along with a covering letter
should be submitted. Current interesting topics or news can also be considered for
Letter to Editor.

Others: This includes Editorials and Perspectives which are solicited by the
Editorial Board.

Size of manuscript

The Table below provides guidelines regarding maximum permissible size of
text as well as number of Tables, Figures and References. Non-adherence of the
manuscript to the specifications is likely to result in rejection at the discretion of the
editorial team.

Type of Article Lifnit of Text | Limit of Tables Limit of
(in words) and figures References

Editorial 2000 - 10
Perspective 2000 - 10
Original Article 3500 8 35
Review/Update Article 4500 8 45
Budding Researcher’s 3500 8 35
Section

Letter to Editor 500 2 3

Manuscripts submitted to the Journal of Medical Arthropodology & Public
Health (J Med Arthropodol & Public Health) should not have been published
previously or be under simultaneous consideration for publication by any other
journal. Any violation of this will lead to a retraction of the published article by the
Journal and any other actions as deemed necessary by the Editorial Board. All
manuscripts including invited articles will be peer-reviewed. Accepted articles will
be edited to the Journal’s style. Accepted submissions will become the permanent
property of the Journal and cannot be reproduced, in whole or in part, without the
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written permission of the Chief Editor or the Executive Editor. Studies involving
human subjects or animals should have been approved by the institutional ethics
committee. A statement to this effect and that informed consent was taken from
participating human subjects must be mentioned in the manuscript.

Ethical approval of studies and Informed consent

Studies involving human subjects or animals should have been approved by the
institutional ethics committee. A statement to this effect and that informed consent
was obtained from participating human subjects must be included in the manuscript
text. Authors should include a statement in the manuscript that informed consent
was obtained for experimentation with human subjects. The privacy rights of
human subjects must always be observed.

Conflict of Interest

The Journal mandates that authors disclose all and any potential conflicts.
Authors are requested to provide information about any potential financial and non-
financial conflicts of interest in a brief paragraph after the main text.

Conflicts of interest may be financial or non-financial. Financial conflicts
include financial relationships such as honoraria; educational grants; participation
in speakers’ bureaus; membership, employment, consultancies, stock ownership, or
other equity interest; expert testimony or patent-licensing arrangements. Non-
financial conflicts include personal or professional relationships, affiliations,
academic competition, intellectual passion, knowledge or beliefs that might affect
objectivity.

Authors should submit a conflict of interest statement which will be published
with every article. The purpose of the statement is to ensure that any factors —
personal relationships, financial connections (e.g. Funded Research Projects by
ICMR, DRDO, CSIR, ICAR, DBT etc.), sponsorships by companies etc. that might
influence the author of an article, are declared so that readers are aware of the
potential conflict of interest and can include that knowledge in the assessment of
information. Stating a conflict of interest does not disqualify an author from
publication. All authors have to disclose any financial and personal relationships
with other people or organizations that could inappropriately influence (bias) their
work.
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Submission declaration and verification

Submission of an article means that the research work described has not been
published previously that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere,
that its publication is approved by all co-authors, if accepted, it will not be
published elsewhere in the same form, in English or in any other language,
including electronically without the consent of the copyright-holder (i.e., Journal of
Medical Arthropodology & Public Health). To verify originality, the submissions
may be checked by the originality detection service Crossref Similarity Check.

Author contributions

For transparency, the journal mandates authors to submit a statement file
outlining their individual contributions to the paper using the relevant CrediT roles:
Conceptualization; Data curation; Formal analysis; Funding acquisition;
Investigation; Methodology; Project administration; Resources; Software;
Supervision; Validation; Visualization; Roles/Writing — original draft; Writing —
review & editing. Authorship statements should be formatted with the names of
authors first (abbreviated for example Rina Tilak should be mentioned as RT) and
CrediT role(s) following.

Authorship

Authorship credit should be based on substantial contributions to conception
and design, acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data; drafting the
article or revising it critically for important intellectual content; and final approval
of the version to be published. Authors should meet all the above conditions.

Participation solely in the acquisition of funding, for the collection of data or
data entry, and general routine supervision does not justify authorship. The order of
authorship should be a joint decision of all the co-authors. Once submitted, the
order will not be changed without written consent of all the co-authors, and
acceptance by the Executive Editor, J Med Arthropodol & Public Health.

Intellectual contribution

The contribution of each author is to be mentioned, on the Author Certificate in
all multi-author research papers under the following headings: Study Concept,
Drafting & Manuscript Revision, Statistical Analysis, Study Supervision.
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After the accepted manuscript is published in an online issue: Any requests
to add, delete, or rearrange author names will not be entertained.

Copyright

Journal of Medical Arthropodology & Public Health is the official peer-
reviewed publication of the Society of Medical Arthropodology (website address:
http://www.somal6.org). Contents of the Journal are covered by copyright. Journal
of Medical Arthropodology & Public Health does not accept any responsibility for
the statements made by the authors. The Editorial Board has the right to introduce
such changes in the articles as may be considered necessary for effectiveness of
communication.

Plagiarism

Plagiarism (wrongful appropriation or purloining and publication as one’s own,
of the ideas, or the expression of the ideas of another without proper attribution or
permission) will be considered by the Journal of Medical Arthropodology & Public
Health as a serious professional/scientific/publication misconduct. Each manuscript
submitted to the Journal of Medical Arthropodology & Public Health will be
subjected to thorough plagiarism check with professional plagiarism detection
software as well as will be scrutinized by the editorial team before processing the
manuscript, every time. Authors are expected to ensure that a submitted article is
free from plagiarism. Authors and reviewers are advised to be careful to maintain
high ethical standards as per existing international norms.

Language
Articles in English only will be accepted for publication.

Manuscript submission

The manuscripts will be submitted in electronic form (later after announcement
through the Journals website: http://www.somal6.org) and should be accompanied
by (1) Manuscript with author details including email ID (2) Tables (3) Figures
with legends (4) Ethical Clearance (5) Authors’ originally signed and scanned
Certificate (6) Duly signed Copy Transfer Certificate. The files should be uploaded
separately in the order mentioned.
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Title page

The title page should have the following: Title (in capitals), author(s) names
with highest degree, affiliation, email ID with footnotes as a, b, c, d, short title,
word count (excluding abstract and references), number of Tables and Figures,
corresponding author with address, email ID and mobile number.

Abstract

Structured abstract arranged into the headings: Background, Methods, Results
and Conclusion. No abbreviations should be used in the abstract. Give not more
than 6 keywords. Abstract is not required for Letters to the Editor.

Main Text

The main text should have the following headers — Introduction, Material and
Methods, Results and Discussion. Authors should maintain individuality of each
section. All tables, figures and references should be cited in the text. The Journal
discourages use of any abbreviations which are not authorized or accepted
internationally. Full form of all abbreviations must be mentioned in the first
instance barring standard units of measurement.

References

The Responsibility of accuracy of the references rests exclusively with the
authors. References should be in ‘Kiauta’ style (Please read the PERSPECTIVE
published in the vol. 5(2) published December 1, 2025, for better learning of this
new manuscript formatting and style). A few examples are given below:

Examples of reference style
(i) Single Author —
(@) COWAN, G., 2000. Rickettsial diseases: the typhus group of fevers — a
review. Postgrad. Med. J. 76 (895): 269-272.
(i1) When Two Authors —

CHIPPAUX, J.P. AND M. GOYFFON, 2008, Epidemiology of
scorpionism: A global appraisal. Acta Trop. 107(2): 71-79.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.actatropica.20081965.05.021.
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(iii) When three or More Authors —

SCHWARTZ, J., B. COULL, F. LADEN AND L. RYAN, 2008. The effect of
dose and timing of dose on the association between airborne particles and
survival. Environ. Health Perspect. 116: 64-69.

(iv) Epub ahead of print with DOI —

SLAMON ET AL. 2019. Overall survival with ribociclib plus fulvestrant in
advanced breast cancer. N. Engl. J. Med.; published online Dec 22.
DOI:10.1056/NEJMoal911149.

Tables

Tables should be typed serially numbered in Arabic numerals (e.g. Table 1,
Table 2) with a short title specifying the contents. Horizontal lines should not be
used in the body of the table except between a column heading and its sub-
headings. Vertical lines should not be used in the table. Tables should be concise
and restricted to a page in length and should be self-explanatory. The data presented
should not be duplicated in the text.

Figures/Photographs/ Illustrations

Colour images may be submitted but must be in good quality of production.
[llustrations should have at least 300 x 300 dpi resolutions and be clear enough.
Photographs/illustrations may be submitted as ‘JPEG’, or “TIFF’ files. Line art
drawing must have a minimum resolution of 1200 dpi. Borrowed photographs or
[llustrations should be included only after due permission from the copy write
holder, and with due mention of the donor’s reference. In Figures as a preference
use glyphs in black and white (or at least darker colours distinguishable, however)
bar and/or graphic presentations so that they may be discernibly reproduced in print
version of the journal.

Figure Legends: The Figure numbers (numbered consecutively in Arabic
numerals), title and explanations of the Figures should appear along with the figure.
Figure should be made in such a manner that it can be interpreted without any
reference to the main text.

Units: All measurements must be in metric units, preferably with
corresponding SI units in parentheses. No periods, no plural form should be used
(e.g. ‘10 cm’ not ‘10 cms.’).
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Personal communications and unpublished data

These should not be included in the references list but may be described in the
text. The author(s) must give the full name, affiliation and the date of
communication, and whether it was in oral or written (letter, fax, email) form. A
signed statement of permission of the personal communication or as a source for
unpublished data should be forwarded along with the submission.

Ethics

Any submission involving human subjects should have been conducted with
informed consent by the subjects and of approval by the institutional ethics
committee.

Keywords

Not more than 3-6 Keywords in alphabetical order should be mentioned in the
abstract section of the following article categories: Review Articles, Original
Articles and Short Communications.

No keywords are required for Editorials, Perspectives, and Letters to the Editor.

Acknowledgements
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be authors should be acknowledged. Consent should however be taken from these
individuals prior to including their names. People who have provided only
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routine job profile should not be included in the acknowledgement.

The Chief Editor shall have the final decision-making power to accept or reject
a submission and also reserve the right to adjust the style to certain standards of
uniformity and suitability of the journal.

All correspondence regarding manuscripts and inquiries, if any, should be
addressed to the Chief Editor: Prof. Dr B.K. Tyagi (abktyagi@gmail.com), with a
cc. to each of the Executive Editor, Dr Rina Tilak (rinatilak@hotmail.com), and the
Editor, Prof. Abhijit Mazumdar (abhijitbu02@gmail.com).
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Considering that a large number of ‘referencing systems’, based on
different principles, some of which grammatically intricate and
incompatible while others less visible and striking, are in use, we have
ventured to put forth an altogether new referencing system, ‘The Kiauta
System.” The new referencing system is not only relatively more visible,
sensible and comprehensible when compared to other styles but is also the
clearest of all in vogue.

This article can be cited as:

TYAGI, B.K., RINA TILAK & ABHUJIT MAZUMDAR, 2025. ‘The Kiauta System of reference citation’
- a new, appropriate and effective approach. J. Med. Arthropod. & Public Health 5(2): 5-10.



J. Med. Arthropodol. & Public Health. 2025; 5(2): 5-10 15t December, 2025

INTRODUCTION

The value of scientific research lies in its wide visibility and access/availability
to others; this is generally achieved by a scientific publication as an original
(research) paper. The scientific inquiry typically advances based on previously laid
ideas/research, making it essential to acknowledge the contribution of the previous
authors (DIVECHA et al., 2023). A citation style is essentially a set of guidelines
on how to cite sources in a scientific and/or academic writing. The British
Standards Institution defines reference as “a set of data describing a document,
sufficiently precise and detailed to identify it and enable it to be located” (ANON.,
1999). The accuracy and completeness of references ensures that readers will be
able to locate the material as easily as possible. An author of a research manuscript
always needs a reference citation whenever he/she quotes, paraphrases, or
summarizes a source to avoid plagiarism. How an author presents these citations
depends on the style he or she follows (BAVDEKAR, 2016). The clearest
identifying characteristic of any citation style is how the citations in the text are
presented. I am presenting here to the scientific world a new citation style called,
“Kiauta Style” which in all its scientific characteristics is more visible, sensible
and comprehensible when compared to other styles in vogue. This is also the
clearest of all.

THE KIAUTA SYSTEM

Reference citation in scientific and academic writings is considered essential to
give weight to the factuality or sanctity of the observation or information quoted by
the author in his/her composition such as, for example, “In Figure 5 we present a
schematic interpretation of the evolution of sex determining mechanisms and
reduction of the chromosome number in the Gomphidae, based on figure 4 of
KIAUTA (1969)” or “The cytogenetics of the family is also fairly well known
(KIAUTA, 1969)”, in the main body of the text. Such a reference citation is given in
full under, REFERENCES or the reference list, as follows:

KIAUTA, B., 1969. Sex chromosomes and sex determining mechanisms
in Odonata, with review of the cytological conditions in the family
Gomphidae, and references to the karyotypic evolution in the Order.
Genetica 40(2): 127-157.
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THE AVAILABLE REFERENCE CITATION SYSTEMS OR STYLES

The phenomenon of citation style in the arena of scientific publications is a
dynamic process. In order to bring about a certain amount of uniformity into
writing with clear visibility of citation-sources, different schools of thoughts
proposed varying citation systems based on their understanding of evolution of
science in vogue. Accordingly, for reasons of posterity and uniform adoption of
principles in writing manuscripts, all these systems or styles are often published in
an official handbook with in-depth instructions and examples by universities,
academic and scientific associations, and publishers for the benefit of their
professors, scientists and researchers while writing a manuscript.

There are many different citation styles, but they typically use one of three
basic approaches within the main body of text: parenthetical citations, numerical
citations, or note citations.

(i) Parenthetical citations: The author of a manuscript includes identifying
details of the source in parentheses in the text — usually the author’s last
name and the publication date, plus a page number if relevant (author-
date). Sometimes the publication date is omitted (author-page).

(i) Numerical citations: The author includes a number in brackets or in
superscript, which corresponds to an entry in your numbered reference list.

(iii) Note citations: The author includes a full citation in a footnote or endnote,
which is indicated in the text with a superscript number or symbol.

Citation styles also differ in terms of how you format the reference list or
bibliography (REFERENCES) entries themselves (e.g., capitalization, order of
information, use of italics). And many style guides also provide guidance on more
general issues like text formatting, punctuation, and numbers. There are mainly
three systems for referencing, but numerous individual styles exist within those
systems, with MLA, APA, Harvard, Vancouver and Chicago being among the most
common. The three main systems are the author-date system, the numeric system,
and the notes and bibliography system, as described below:

(i) Author-date system: Includes the author's last name and the year of
publication in parentheses within the text, with a full reference list at the
end. Examples include Harvard and APA.
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(ii)) Numerical system: Uses numbers in the text to cite sources, which
correspond to a numbered list of references at the end of the document.
Examples include Vancouver and IEEE.

(iii) Notes and bibliography system: Uses footnotes or endnotes to provide
source information in the text, often with a bibliography at the end.
Examples include Chicago (in its notes and bibliography format) and
MHRA.

The common citation styles include:
(i) MLA (Modern Language Association): Widely used in the humanities.

(i) APA (American Psychological Association): Common in the social
sciences.

(iii) Chicago: Offers both author-date and notes and bibliography systems and
is popular in history and other humanities/social sciences.

(iv) Harvard: A specific type of author-date system.

(v) MHRA (Modern Humanities Research Association): Another notes and
bibliography system.

(vi) IEEE (Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers): A numeric system
frequently used in engineering and computer science.

THE KIAUTA V/S CONVENTIONAL REFERENCING SYSTEMS

Two most effective ‘original’ referencing styles followed by the biological
journals worldwide are Harvard and Vancouver Systems; the rest being mere
derivatives or variants, albeit exhibiting some new features. While the former is
‘author-date’ based, the latter is essentially a ‘numerical system.’ In this manner,
although, the proposed ‘Kiauta Referencing System’ appears more close to the
Harvard System, nevertheless, it invariably offers a higher degree of visibility,
correctness and accessibility — the three major pillars of a universal referencing
system. The editorial board of Journal of Medical Arthropodology & Public
Health, published semi-annually, on June 1 and Dec. 1, by Society of Medical
Arthropodology (www.somsal6.org), has decided to adopt the ‘Kiauta
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Referencing System’ in all its issues commencing 2025. The following format
will be followed:

I. In Text:

Reference to a work in the main body of text will be presented as KIAUTA
(1967), (KIAUTA, 1967), KIAUTA & KIAUTA (1980), KIAUTA et al. (1980), or
(KIAUTA et al., 1980).

II. In List of References or Bibliography:

(i) Single Author:
COWAN, G., 2000. Rickettsial diseases: the typhus group of fevers — a review.
Postgrad. Med. J. 76 (895): 269-272.

(ii) Two Authors:

CHIPPAUX, J.P. & M. GOYFFON, 2008, Epidemiology of scorpionism: A
global appraisal. Acta Trop. 107(2): 71-79.

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.actatropica.2008.05.021

(iii) Three or More Authors:

SCHWARTZ, J., B. COULL, F. LADEN & L. RYAN, 2008. The effect of
dose and timing of dose on the association between airborne particles and
survival. Environ. Health Perspect. 116: 64-69.

(iv) E-publication ahead of print with DOI:

SLAMON et al., 2019. Overall survival with ribociclib plus fulvestrant in
advanced breast cancer. N. Engl. J. Med.; published online Dec 22.
DOI:10.1056/NEJMoal911149.

It must be noted here that the protagonist of the ‘Kiauta Referencing System’ is
Prof. Dr Bastiaan Kiauta (1937-2022), the founding Executive Editor of
Odonatologica, besides many other journals, for more than four decades,
commencing 1972. In his own lifetime as its executive editor, Odonatologica
earned the reputation of one of the best entomological journals dedicated to a single
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Order of insects under his editorial stewardship. During the period, 1982-1990,
while heading the Regional Office in South Asia for Societas Internationalis
Odonatologica (S.I1.O.), Dr B.K. Tyagi initiated a highly successful journal, Indian
Odonatology, following ‘The Kiauta Referencing Style’ and found it to be far more
clear, complete and comprehensible to the researchers (TYAGI, 1988-1990).

In essence, the “Kiauta System”, as propounded here, brings into the world of
scientific manuscript-writing the importance of a uniform and intelligible way of
publishing.
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